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the next Winter gives me an Opportunity of reitera^ 
ting thofe and fome other Experiments. 
1 am I with the higheft Efleem and Refped, 

Mojf Honoured S I R^ 

^iffll^' ^^r/7 fQ^f ^qp 0}^edient md mojt 

i ^¥ , 1730. Humbh Servant^ 



Fr. Trie wa l b, 

VI. An Account of fome ExpermentSy relating to the 
Flowering of Tulips, Narciffus s, &c. in Win* 
ter, hy placing their !Bulbs upon Glaffes of Wa^ 
ter, made by Monf. Triewald, DireBor of Me* 
chanicksat Stockholm, and F.^SS. ©/Eng- 
land and Sweden, ayid read before the Royal So- 
ciety May the ythy 1730, as they were tried 
the next Sea/on by Philip Miller, K (?(. S. 
Gardiner to the worfhipful Company of Apothe- 
caries, at their Botanic k^Garden in Chelfea. 

THE Glafles marked Numb, i, were Roots of a 
Hyacinth, commonly known by the Name of 
Pulchra* Numb. z. were Roots of the common Ori- 
•entaj blue Hyacinth* The Flowers of thefc were 
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not fo large as they are commonly produced whers 
planted in a Bed of Earth ; but this was occafioned by 
the Bulbs dividing into feveral OfF-fet?, each of which 
areasfo many different fmali Roots^ fending forth Stems 
and Leaves. Numb, 3, was a Bulb of a 2^^//^,which 
though placed on the Glafs of Water at the fame Time 
as the Hyacinths^ yet was not likely to flower in a 
Month. Numb. 4, was a Root of Narcijfus. This 
was alfo as backward as the fuUpy though put upon 
the Water at the fame Time with the Hyacinths^ 
Thefe Roots were placed apon the Glaffes the Begin- 
ning' of 2f(?^[r^^^^r iaflr; at which Time I put them 
into a Green-Houfe^ where the Air was kept conftantly 
in a temperate Warmth. The Glaffes were filled with 
common fhames Water^ fo near to the Top, that 
when t&e Bdilm w^re pkced upon the Glafles^ it might 
iDe about a quarter of an Inch bfelow the Bottom of the 
Biaiba. lotothofe Glaffes marked Numb. 5^ I put a 
ftiiall Qiiantity of common Garden Mould, to try 
whether that would forward their Flowering, or en- 
creafe their Strength : But I found that all the Roots 
'which were placed on thofe Glaffes, into which the 
Earth was pat, were at leafl: a. Fortnight later than the 
ethers before their Fibres were emitted, and their Pro- 
grefs has been fince much flower. I alfo obferved that 
the Water^ in thofe Glaffes where the Earth was put, 
did not waf!e above half fo faft, as it did in thofe 
Glaffes where there was nrone , which, I conceiv^e, 
might be occafioned by the terreftrial Matter mixing 
with thfe Water, and fo rendering it thicker, and lefs 
€apable of being attraded by the Plants, or evapora- 
ting by the Heat. And from thofe Giaffes, where the 
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Bulbs did not exaflilj cover their Heclcs, the Water^ 
evapdr Ated much Faftet than frotn thofe wlicre the B^lbs 
did entirely cover the Tops of the Glaifes, fo as to 
leave no Vacuities round them. 

In about a Month after the Roots were put upon the 
Glaffes of Water they began to put out their Fibres 
into the Water j. but they did not begin to put forth 
their Leaves, until their fibres were extended aU oveir 
the Glaffes^ and were almoft as full grown as at pre* 
feiat. When tjieir Leaves begm to appear, the Buds 
of the Hyacmth^Flowers were fbon vifible, and in 
aboutthree Weeks- lime, were fully Ho wn. The iT^* 
ftps and Narcijfus^s being much back warder than the 
Hyacinths (as they always are when planted in a Gar- 
den) thefe fhoyld always be placed upon the GlalTes 
of Water fix Weeks or two Mouths earlier in the Sea- 
fori than the JJyacml^hs^^ when thej are deligrted to 
flower arthe iame Time ^ and the Pr spaces {pt early 
blowing) fidips JiouM always- he cliofen for this 




By this Method a Perfon who has not a Garden^ 
may have Tome of thefa Flowers growing in his 
Chambers,, where, if they are not kept too clofe from 
the Air, or in a Place too warm, they will flower al- 
moft as well as in a Bed of Earth, provided the Roots 
are good^ and are e^ery Year renewed i efpeciaJly the 
fuUps^ becaufe they every Year do form new Bulbs, 
the old ones being ^iwap^ eichauffed innouriihing^the 
Leaves and Flowers, a new Bulb is annually pmdu- 
ced by the Side of the Fiower^ftem. The Hyacinths 
I have obferved to flower two Years fucceffively upon 
Qlaffes of Water J but their Flowers were rery weak 
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tliefecottd Year. So tliat ii; is much the better Way to 
have frefti Roots every Yean 
I am with the greateft Refped, 

GENS' LRM EN, 
cheijia. Feb, jQ^jfy ^f^ Ohedkfjt AfoCtate, 

Philip MiLXER. 



yiL A Letter from T, Madden, M D. of 
Dublin, to Cromwell Mortimer, M. t>, 
Q^. S. Secr» giVin^ an Account of two Womeri 

being poifoned^j fk Simple Distilled 
Water, of Laurel-Leaves, and of 

federal Experiments upon Dogs 5 hy which it ap' 
pears that f ^w L A u R E L- W A T E R w one of 

/k mo/? Dangerous Poisons hitherto 

k^OiPH. 

S I Rf 

A Very extraordinary Accident that fell out here 
fome Months ago, has difcovered to us a moft 
dangerous Poifon, which was never before known to 
fee fo, though it has been in frequent Ufe among us. 
The Thing I mean is a Simple Water, diftilled from 

the Leaves of the Lauro-c era/us. Tie Water is st 

nrit 



